' 


- * 
R 
4 . 


. 


— I I NT OO I Oe I ON NO Oe Nr ne 


— 


A 


I TERS 


of 


= 


. * 


109 


u. T IG H E, Es. 


* 


f 


6 -- re dr net rn hdr th ht tr Ge tr et ro 


Printed 


C4 T 4 Y w 4 ITY FTA , * | 
* A. bo T ny ; * * | * »* LE x 7 BAY; ” " 
, * GE * f y -». Bhs be N N is 
a , . „ » = 
| 3 3 a 
* : N tl, 
I 1 
= [1 . 1 
( l i 
_ : 1 f 


; A 
LETTER 


T O 


W. TIGH E, Es o 


vroN THE SUBJECT OP 


ABSENTEES. | 


B Y 


— 


N. G A Y, Es & 


TAE SECOND EDITLON. 


Printed by T. T. FauLENER, Parliament-ſtreet. 
M. DCC.LXXII. 


D UB L. Ii N 2 14 
| 
ö 


Price Three Pence.] 


SIR, 


J Have read your letter to 
lord Darnley; it is extremely 
well written; the ſentiments 
liberal, like a gentleman, and 


a good 


ſubject, that of all others 
calls loudeſt for redreſs. 


Vour tax of one ſhilling 
in the pound is very mode- 


rate indeed, and little equal 


to the offence, for ſuch 1 


call the conduct of our 
abſentees; it may indeed 
be ſufficient for a charity *, 
but I truſt the day is not 
See Mr. Tighe's letter. 


4 good Iriſhman, 7 upon a 


Ki 
an 
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ſon 
the 


for 


"T7 
far off, when they | {half 
pay” a legal. tax of five - 
ſhillings in the pound for 
national purpoſes, . and to 


ſupport the national expen= 
Cos. ; | "I 


The abſentees of this 
kingdom have ever been, 
and at this hour, are the 
deſtruction of it; and if 
ſome ſteps are not taken by TE 
the legiſlature this next ſeſ- 
fon of parliament, (a mea- 

| ſur 


9 

fare which a few ſeſſions 
ago was only rejected by a 
ſmall majority) to put a ſtop 


to this terrible, unjuſt, and 


daily increaſing evil, we ſhall 
always continue the deſerted, 
_ wretched, beggarly nation we 


nc are, than which, I in- 


fiſt upon it, there are few 
more ſo upon the face of 
the earth; I mean among 
thoſe who. call themſelves 
civilized ; and for the truth 
of this, I appeal to any man 

with 


91 
with eyes and feelings, who 2 


ſhall make a tour through - , 3 | 
any part. of this Kk. ingdom, 


(two or three northern coun- 
ties only excepted,) which 
preſents a picture of deſola- 
tion, and woe, not eaſily 
deſcribed; the grounds (ex- 
cepting here and there a few | 
gentlemen's ſeats, and even i 
thoſe very thinly ſcattered) / 
woodleſs, ill cultivated, and f 
worſe divided; the people, in I 
their habitations, looks, dreſs, 
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pearance of civil zed; every 

evil of which is altogether 
_ © Owing to our unfeeling, and 
uncharitable abſentees, to 

whom Mr. Young's emphati- 
cal words are very applicable: 
J * Indeed, ſays he, (ſpeaking 
of the abſentces) there are 
too many poſſeſſors of great 
eſtates in Ireland, who wiſh 


to know nothing more of 


it than the remittance of 


N and food, hardly the ny 


their 
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their rents“. And again, upon 
the ſame ſubject, he adds: 
All that is required of the 
agent is to be punctual in his 
remittances ; and as to the 
people who pay him, they are 
too often welcome to go to 4 Rd 
the devil, provided their rents | 
could be paid from his territo- Ax 
ries. This is the general 
picture T. And thus is this 
poor iſland. cruelly treated; I 
an iſland -which, had it but 0 
its natural advantages, I will A 
fay its natural rights! and its - 7 1 

revenues 


* See the preface to Young's Tour. 
+ Section Ith, vol. 2d. 
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revenues ſpent at home, would 
be one of the moſt flouriſhing 
and delightful {pots in the 
world. 
But this is a ſubject fo co- 
pious, and the grievances ſo 
many, as would fill a volume, 
F when I only mean a letter; 
and though I have been led 
on to ſay fo much, yet my — 
firſt motive for taking up the 
pen, was | merely to mention 
a miſtake, which J am fare, . 
| fir, was inadvertent ;- yet, com- 
ing from fo good authority, 
might, if not amended, miſ- 


lead the public. 


In 


"a 


E 
In page 18, you mention 
the rents of abſentees as a- 
mounting only to the ſum of 
four hundred and eighty- 
eight thouſand nine hundred 
pounds ; but the fact is, that 
the remittances from this for- 
lorn kingdom to Abſentees, 
amounts at this time to near 
two millions annually ; yet 
this evil is daily encreaſing, 
and a paſhon for living a- 
broad, and deſerting this 
poor country ſeems epidemi- 


cal, 


14 
cal, which if not ſpeedily re- 
medied, muſt ſoon fink us; 
for how can we poſſibly flou- 
riſh, or even ſubſiſt, whilſt 


near half our rents are ſent | 


out of the nation ? 1 


Under ſuch circumſtances, 
not the free trade bf all the 
world can ſave us from ruin ; 

no, the ſingle remedy is a 
tax upon our abſentees ! of 
five ſhillings in the pound at 

: leaſt, 


1151 
leaſt, and the only means to 
bring them to a juſt ſenſe of 
what they owe their country, 
and oblige them to contribute 
their ſhare to the national ex- 
pences, the national honour, 
and the national proſperity, 
and relieve this kingdom from 
its preſent ſcene of painful 


diſtreſſes. | 


In converſation upon this 


* I * heard it urged, 
that 


126) 


that men were free agents; 


it was hard to reſtrain them; 
they might live where they 


liked, &c. in which, I own, 
I thought there was much 


more of declamation, than 
reaſon: mankind may in- 


deed be free agents, but then 


there are a thouſand inſtan- 
ces in which they muſt, and 
| ought to be reſtrained ; for 
to what other purpoſes are 
our penal and reſtrictive laws 

made, 


1 


tl 
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\ 


their free will and irregular 


paſhons? were it not for ſuch. 


laws, the free will of too 
many would lead them to 


murder, rob, live in my houſe 


without my conſent, &c. 


4 


But this tax upon abſentees 


does not even reſtrain them, 


or force them to reſidence; 
if they are determined thus 
to deſert us, and live out of 
their country, it only obliges 

B them, 


made, but to reſtrain and curb 


— 
* 


8 
them, under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, to contribute their ſhare to 


the common ſtock, and not 


let the whole burden fall 


upon the honeſt patriotic Iriſh- 
man, who preferring his own 
country to all others, protects, 
ornaments, improves, and cul- 
tivates his native ſoil. Is not 
e and but com- 
mon juſtice? To me it is 
ſelf-evident. 


As not only the expedien- 
cy, but the neceſſity of taxing 
R 


[ 19 ] 

the abſentees, muſt evidently 
appear, it would be well done, 
both by the city and county 
of Dublin, as ſtanding firſt. 
in rank, to call a meeting of 
the free-men and free-holders, 
previbus to the next ſeſſion of 
parliament, to recommend it 
to their repreſentatives then. 
to promote all in their power 
ſo ſalutary a meaſure; and it is 
more than probable, ſo lauda- 
ble an example will be follow- 
ed by the other counties, 


cities, 
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cities, and boroughs in the 


kingdom : ſure I am, they 


cannot poſſibly propoſe a bet- 
ter law, or one that will more 
effectually ſerve this deſolated 


country. 


Before I conclude, I muſt 


juſt make one obſervation 


upon the fate of the abſentee 


tax, which, as I have obſerv- 


ed,. was loſt a few ſeſſions 


paſt by a {mall majority. | 
have heard ſome of thoſe 


members 


PE 


[ 2x ] 
members who voted againſt 

it fay, that they highly ap- 
| proved of the meaſure, thought 
it juſt and reaſonable, and 
would with all their ſouls 
have voted for it, but that 
they ſuſpected it might in 
time be productive of a land- 
tax; I own for one, I never 
could underſtand this mode 
of reaſoning ; nor had I the 
leaſt apprehenſions that a 
land-tax was to follow: 


what! becauſe you tax the 
abſentee, 


| 
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abſentee, who draws all his 


rents out of the kingdom, 
ſpends them abroad, and con- 


ſequently very materially in 
jures this nation, will yon 


tax the reſident gentleman, 


who is doing all the good 


in his power, by ſpend- 


ing his income at home ? this 
would be unreaſonable indeed, 
and to puniſh the innocent 
with the guilty. But fup- 


poling the worſt, and that a 


tnd-tax ſhould, ſome time 


* 


2 3 


"3 
or other take place, which 
yet I think not at all likely) 
the abſentee of courſe muſt 


pay a double proportion : : this 


| ſurely is obvious and reaſona- 


ble. 


| am, Sir, 


your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 


NICH. GAY 


Gaybrook, 
June 14,1781. 


